G and so would never miss. We. would not only wm, we would mak

The Maglc Ma’bl e

When it was announced that a marblc tournament was to be held 5

if he advanced, then on to the state ﬁnals, my £nends and I sat in r.h
ditch away from thc others and drcamcd ourselvcs thc marble
| We cmshed dry Ieaves and rolled them in comxc book papcr xnto
cigarettes and smokcd them. We were b:g guys cven at seven, a

y 4 :

Noodle who came up wuth a plan on how to acineve our drcam S

In short, we figured Cavalo s glass eye would doit for us; that is,
- we simply had to direct it into the ring and it would knock the mar-
hles out of the cxrcle We thought the glass eye. could see the marbles_

 history and the Guinness Book of World Records for‘ the mcst mér-
. blcseverhntwnthoutamm e PR b oo
‘But how to get :he e)'e from C'Walo’ &

' ;' new dorms rcccmly bmlr 1005 for the tuddlers and mfanzs 2005 for: '
-the shghrly older, 300 and 400s for older boys. My fnends and1 -

o were in the 300& and Caxalo also slept i i dorey.

gl _fer room  and stoked
L :the t.lassronms beforr. sah

Hc got up eariucr_ th-m us k:ds (rudgcd hLe one_of So}?hcmtsyn 5

the fires 1 to get thc radm tors knmkmg tn wan'n g
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. | _ e
harmrms, hmr stiff 'md hmtly as lﬂrhwnre. Pm“
. face, s and a perunnml strcam of )ellnmsh nuu.us
- glass eye socket. i 5 |
Last time he glnwcrcd when he ;,lamul up
~mecnough th“lt I m1dL itn pumt to .wmd pqssmg
]110:1:115 : : s : L
0 Every mbhr, C: .wa]o mnk lus gl'lss eye our: and PI “-Cd L in a 51155
~ of water on his bed stand next to his cot. W!ﬂl his eye nur, he looked I e
Rerce, the eyelids of his socket shrunken b'u:L :nto tl&-ht Wh"’" !5 °f SENE
Hesh seamed with mucus. E ' L e
But we did have to get thar cye : md thc rmrbl:. murnamcnt “_"‘5. A
drawing near. BT

. We decided that we would wait unnl hc went to slacp and craw!
~over to his bed and pluck the glass eye from the water. He LOUldV e
~ alwaysgetanpther glass eye and we would win the toum.tmenr nnd 2i i
- as they say, all’s well that ends welli ha i B e

Gen The kids in the dorms ﬁnally went to bed and the nun who h'nd‘_;j*
" her own enclosed room in a corner of the dorm sau:l good nightand
 turned off the lights. We waited a good hour unnl we could hear klds e
~ snoring, farting, and moaning. - - o b

: Big Noodle and Coo-Coo Clock crept over 0 my bunk. Soo
i _Peanut Head arrived and they all took their stations as pIanne'
~ Coo-Coo Clock was posted at Sister juamtas room and ready |
et ___a!ert us if he heard her moving about. Big Noodle and Pe.anut Head'

auent smwl tm his i s e
dnppmg from thc. i

at me, md 1t smrt.d._,;::f; R e

, the imder ruom tor; R RS

B _t':anmat,gr wlm for hi
Mig : :cye stter juamta awoke and c_arne out and : 5 2
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Just before the lights had gone on I had managed, aS'much as 1

was repulsed by it, to put the eye in my mo
intended to spit it out later but it didn’t wo.
Cavalo scared me so much, I swallowed it.
Sister Juanita pulled me by the ear into the

the next hour she made me swallow sa

uth. I had no choice. T
work out that way.
ltwater and puke, puke at

least 2 hundred times, until the marble came rollixilfg:out“bnm‘_;l;;g, A,

floor.
So much for the marble tournament. As punis

wash all five hundred windows in the buildings, and we missed r.he B

tournament. 1 still wonder from time to time who threw that boot.
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