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necessary when the hole had become deeper than any of his
ladders.

Calvin hoped that he would not have to dig much deeper. He
was now down about fifty or sixty feet, which was how deep most
wells in the area were. He was afraid now that he would hit a
layer of rock and would need costly well-drilling equipment he
could not afford.

. Calvin picked up a bucket tied to a rope and lowered the bucket
into the hole. He thought to himself, *Dora better be quick about
getting out here, or she’s going to hear about it.”

From z_.n house Dora saw Calvin enter the well, and she
worked quickly to finish her chores. She reached the hole just as
a muffled .w__o._n from below told her that the bucket was full.
After hauling the bucket up, hand over hand, which took all her
mn:.u:n:_. she emptied it and then lowered it again. While she
waited non. the second bucketload, she examined the first one.
She was disappointed to find that the earth was not very wet, If
it ww._ been, it would have meant that Calvin was getting near
waler.

When Dora lowered the bucket for the tenth time, she silently
prayed, “Please, God, let something happen now . . . so I won't
have to haul up any more dirt.”

Something happened almost at once. A scream of terror came
=u:»._.o=—.=.o hole, and the rope ladder jerked violently.

Calvin,” she called, “‘are you all right? What is it?"

Then suddenly Calvin appeared as if he had been shot out of
:—m hole. He was shaking and having trouble breathing.

Must be a heart attack,” thought Dora, trying to hide her joy.

Finally Calvin got control of himself. He usually did not talk
to Uo._“w. but now he did. “You know what happened down
there?” he said in a weak voice. “The bottom dropped right out
of the hole, and there 1 was, standing on nothing but air. 1f [
hadn’t grabbed hold of the ladder .. Why, that hole must be a
Sozmuan feet deep the way the bottom dropped out!”

Calvin talked on, but Dora did not listen. She was amazed by
the way that her prayer had been answered. If the hole no longer
had a bottom, there would be no more dirt to haul up.

A:.B are you going to do, Calvin?” Dora asked timidly.

‘I'm going to sce how deep that hole is. Get the flashlight.”

Dora hurried off. After she returned, Calvin tied the flashlight
to a huge ball of twine he had gotten. from the tool shed. He
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switched the flashlight on and lowered it into the hole. He kept
jowering the light a hundred feet ata time, until it could no tonger
be seen and the twine was nearly used up.

“Almost a full thousand feet,” he whispered. *And no bottom
yet. Might as well pull it up.” He pulled, but the line did not come
up.

“Must be caught on something," Calvin muttered, and gave the
line a sharp jerk. In response there was a downward jerk that
almost tore the line from his hands.

“Hey,” yelled Calvin. “The line . . . it jerked! There's some-
i the end of this line.”
ut, Calvin,” said Dora.

“Don’t Calvin me! 1 tell you there's something on the end of
this line!” He gave another tug, and again the line was almost
pulled from him. *1t don’t make sense,” he said. “"What could
be underground a good thousand feet?”* He gently pulled on the
line again. There was no answering jerk. Rapidly he began haul-
ing it up. When the line's end came into view, the fashlight was
gone. Instead there was a small bag made of leatherlike: material.

Calvin opened the bag and took out a small bar of heavy yellow
metal and a piece of paper. Using the blade of his jackknife, he
scraped the metal. Lt cut into it easily. "

“Gold!” said Calvin. “Must be a whole pound of it...and
just for an old Aashlight. They must be crazy down there."

He put the gold bar into his pocket and looked at the paper.
He could not read the strange wriling, so.he threw it -On the
ground.

“Foreigners,” he said. “No wonder they ajp't got any sense.
But it’s plain they need flashlights.” .

“But, Calvin,” said Dora. “How could they get down there?
There ain't any mines in this part of the country.”

“Ain't you ever heard of them secret government projects?”
asked Calvin coldly. “This must be one of them. Now I'm going
to town and get me a load of flashlights. They must need them
bad. You watch that hole good. Don't let no one go near i.”

Calvin walked to the old pickup. got in. and a minute later was
driving down the highway toward Harmony Junction.

Dora picked up the paper that Calvin had thrown away. She
could make nothing of it. 1t was all very strange. She wondered
if the people down below knew that there were English-speaking
people up above. She hurried into the house and wrote them a
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like chicken called turkey. Send us turkey
immediately. | repeat, send us turkey
inumediately.

i Glar, the Master

“Land sakes,” gasped Dora. “They must have eaten that
chicken raw. Now where would 1 get a turkey?” Then she buried
the gold bars in another part of her flower bed.

Calvin's eyes were bloodshot when he returned-home about ten
o'clock the next morning. The loose skin on his neck hung lower
than usual, and more than ever he reminded Dora of something.

Calvin stepped down from the pickup. Dora moved back in
fear, but he seemed too busy to bother with her. He looked at the
hole, got back into the truck, and backed it to the edge of the hole.
On the back of the truck was a winch with a spool of steel wire
cable. He attached a large empty oil drum to the end of the wire
cable and hung the cable over a heavy steel rod which he had
placed across the top of the hole. Stakes which he had driven into
the ground on each side held the rod in place.

Then from the cab of the pickup, he took a number of boxes
and put them into the drum. “A whole hundred of them,” he
chuckled. “Fifty-nine cents apiece. Peanuts! One bar will buy
thousands."

He plugged in the motor that ran the winch, switched the winch

on, and watched as the wire cable unwound, lowering the drum of
flashlights. He stopped the motor when the cable hung loose and
said to Dora, “Fix me some breakfast. I'll eat while they load up
the gold.”
. Calvin ate while Dora did her housework. Dora was practically
in a state of shock, worrying about what would happen when the
flashlights came back up probably with an insulting note in
English, Calvin might learn about the gold she had received, and
then he would probably kill her.

Finally Calvin glanced at the wall clock and went out to the
hole. In spite of her fear, Dora followed him outside.

In a few seconds the drum was up. Calvin grinned as he dragged
the drum to the edge of the hole. He stopped grinning when he
looked into the drum. His Adam’s apple moved quickly, and once
again he reminded Dora of something. =5
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He dumped the drum's contents on the ground. ‘The Nashlighis
had been bent and the glasses broken. With an angry kick he
sent Oashlights flying in all directions. One, with a note tied to it
Junded at Dora's feet. Calvin was too upset to notice it.

“You down there,” he screamed into the hole. “I'll fix you.
I'll make you sorry you doible-crossed me. I'll .. ."

He dashed for the house, and Dora picked up the note. She

zad:

You are even more stupid than we
thought. Your death rays are useless fo
us. We told you that before. We want
turkey. Send us turkey immediately.

Glar, the Master

She hid the note as Calvin came from the house with his
double-barreled shotgun. For a moment Dora thought that he
knew everything and was about to kill her.

“Please, Calvin,’ she said. .

“Shut up,” he said. **You saw me work the winch. Can you do
i

“Why, yes, but what ... 7

“| isten, stupid. I'm going down and fix those dirty foregigners.
You send me down and bring me up in an hour.” He grabbed her
by the shoulder. *And if you mess things, I'll fix you too.”

Calvin put the gun in the drum. Then, hanging on the cable, he
carefully lowered himself into the drum.

: Dora threw the switch and the oil drum went down. When the

cable grew loose, she stopped the winch. She spent most of the
hour praying that Calvin would not murder the people down
below.

Exactly an hour later Dora started the drum upward, The
motor had to work hard, and the cable seemed ready to snap
apart.

She gasped as the drum came into view. Calvin was not in it.
Instead there were a large number of gold bars and on top of them
was a piece of the familiar white paper.

She picked up the note and read in her slow careful way:

13



St

vio(] ‘sieq pjod awos Joj padurydXa Sem WIA[ED USUM

:ayy nok Kom
&up wp ‘fjasamok £q yswy ol nok aof asuduas o st a3H 111

-op O} JByM 3pIOSp Jued S paua1ydLy os st °D

131 01 Op [IIM UIA[ED 1BYM JO ielju St g

-SUaNIIYD Y} SIA0] IYS ISNBIAQ *I|QRIISIW §[3] ‘v
elo(J “J3A0 UNI v SUaNINYD 1Ay JO INoj UAYM S

P

-Suizow [run }ovq 3q UM 3y asnedaq ‘Addey st °D

g “yorq 1yau 3q [IM 3y 18 smouy “g

“Jjaswiy Uny puv yunip 133 1,3y 18y sALLOM v
wIO(] ‘uMmol 01 JJo S308 UIA[BD UYM Y

7

. -kdduy Apa1das D
! -jendsoy 3y) 01 03 01 Aey 43nu 3y 1By pes ‘g
-pueqgsny Jay 10j paunyduy v
o 523y vio(d ‘joene yeay v Ruraey

s1 3y J1 se Jupjoo] ‘ajoy ay; jo Ino dn sawoo uIA[eD VYA '€

-uny 10§ 31 Op 03 AUOIWOS Ay 01 Apeas swaas "D
‘qof ay) 10j pauey s[33j "d
‘qof ydnol siy) op ued ay 18y pnoad sJ99) 'V
ay ‘31p 01 Julrls 210§3q |[aM Y} ojur saIe)s WAjeD UIYM T

-awiy Aue 1e 19y 01 Juijel Kofua 0} swWaI3s )
“}[€1 01 Asnq 00} Inq ‘srapl Jay ul paisalolul swIIs ‘g
*13Y INOQE 318D 0} 10U SWIIi Y
ay ‘ajqm i1seryealq ay) v uonsanb v ulA|R) SYST BIOC UM i

‘ygaf Ajeas naaqraio wApY Moy MOYs pinoys
samauas pajadwios [ "auduas yva sayspyf 153q 10yl
Suipua ay1 D ° Suiaaj 31y} InOqe §IDUIAUIS ajajduroow
Al e MO[Rg IR0 YIva jnoqe pue sSuiy) JUAIIYIp Inoqw
(23] wIOC] puv WIA[RD 1109 Moy moys A101s siqi utl SpIOM ‘I

143

) ‘aMojaq yuvlq ay1 uo ssand anok M
SEM 3T Uiy nOA op 1m|yp ,'9S5[2 Juiyiowos sem 1] ‘uostad
1ayjoue Jou Sem }] ‘JO J3Y Papunual WA[RD IRYM Wil Ylpues
-NoY) aY) 10 PIIIpuom ° ° -, vio(] ®Yl NOA s|I91 L10is Ay |

s o+ 2194 L umo(g NOA A3H,, peal arey nok 1aYyy

aN3g JHL

,."2IB[33P [,, 'JOPUOM JBAIT W1 pIes ays ,‘3uBIAP | ‘IPM.. W
poojsiapun Ajjeal ays Jey} aIns SyrW 0] 30U Y} peasds viog

J9JsOWy 8y} '10jS

" A[otpawiw
Aaxinj ajow sn puas oy nok Bag ap “yusw
-Aod ouyxa up noA Buipuas upbo aip am
wys Aisop os som Aayany ay) juopodul
jou st oyt inq ‘juasayp aunb Buiyswos
ag oy Aayin} panaljaq am oy} SS34UOD
ISNW dAN “USYIIYI SNOIBP Yl uDby} J843q
UaAa som UmMop juas nok Aaxing aal ayj

B AEENENE
[Rmm——



o




